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Missouri Speleological Surv@resident's Message December 201&y Dan Lamping

This time last year | wrote about a local barber from Doniphan whom | had
"met" written about the Facebook groudissouri's Caves, Mines and Rock
Formations with over 7,000 members, most of whom are not organized cavers.
Recently, these two came togethethen Richard Whiteside, the barber from
Doniphan, posted pictures on Facebook of a cave he had found while Turkey
hunting in the Lower Ozarks. | reached out to him, letting him know that we may
be able to provide some information about the cave if itt®Wn and if not, then properly document it.
Richard replied and provided a location. A dot on a map from memory, later confirmed to be dead
accurate. The cave, located in a steep side valley named Devils Run, was not known. It turned out the
cave wa®n Forest Service land and given our cooperative agreement with MTNF we began making
plans, along with Richard, to go to the cave and map it. A crew of cavers from St. Louis loaded up a
few weekends after first hearing of the cave. Along with us camevacaver from Summersuville, Tyler
Skaggs. Tyler was introduced to organized caving via the Facebook group previously mentioned. Over
the past year Terr has immersed hlmself |nto cavmg getting involved with multiple groups and taking
i PR 872 _l« advantage of everopportunity presented to an
ambitious young caver. Fortunately, for Tyler
the opportunities are plenty for anyone who
wants to get involved. Chasing down a lead in a
remote park of the Ozarks, reported via social
media by a man whom | had interactedthvon
many occasions, but never physically met, along
i with a new young caver whom | only know
because of our interactions on social media was
a comforting reminder that 21st century cave
connections can be made digitally. The cave, by
the way, was an intesting collapse feature. It
was indeed a cave, but not much of one.

The process has begun to renew our MDC
permits for 2019. Unfortunately, we only get a
limited number of them so a handful of active trip leaders from the various caver heavy pénts o
state will have them. In addition, we can only go on project oriented trips to specific caves, all of which
has been preapproved by MDC personnel and requires multiple points of contact before any trip

Missouri caving's Rookle of the Year", Tyler Skaggs,
pictured left with St. Louis cavers after mapping Devils
Run Pit.




occurs. One way to keep abreast of these trip® have a reliable willingness to contribute and to get
on the CRF Ozarks email list. If you need help with this, let me know.

Exciting news rippled across the state only a few days before 2018 came to an end. The Carroll
Cave Conservancy recentlyoaiired the Backdoor Entrance to Carroll Cave. The acquisition includes 6
acres of land on the surface and an easement to access much of the cave along with restrictive
covenants on land use above such as no dumping and no CAFOs. This is a signikva@mechas
two of the three longest caves in the state of Missouri are under control of cavers. Carroll is
particularly significant in regards to the MSS. In 1956 the first "meeting" of the MSS was organized
around the initial survey trip into the cavéfter that early MSS cavers made many exciting discoveries
in Carroll, all in contribution to the first "project” of the MSS. Carroll would again bring many cavers
together in the early 2000s after the CCC created the Backdoor Entrance into Camgjlpnany
project oriented cavers from across the state to begin working together to further document the
spectacular cave. The deal does come with a caveat that we must put a fence up around the perimeter
of the property by April 1, 2019, so there are eml tasks requiring rather immediate attention and
funding. If you'd like to help contact Rick Hines, CCC president at rickhines@aol.com or join the CCC at
carrolicave.org.

The MSS began with the survey of a significant cave in 1956. Documenting SiichiZaves,
along with providing support to private landowners and local agencies has been a major part of what
MSS cavers have done over the years. So, the story continues. In an effort to better manage Tumbling
Creek Cave in Taney County, and atréguest of Tom Aley, MSS and CRF cavers will be initiating a
resurvey of the roughly two mile long cave. Tumbling Creek is home to a rare cave snail and a base of
operations for the Ozark Underground Laboratory. Tom Aley has graciously allowed us tmhav
spring 2019 MSS meeting at Tumbling Creek Cave Foundation's site atop the cave with sleeping
accommodations provided in a bunkhouse. Survey work will occur on Friday and Saturday, May 3rd
and 4th and the meeting will be on Sunday, May 5th. Thislmahe first time the MSS has held a
meeting in the caveich region of Southwest Missouri. Stay tuned for more details.

Lastly, as | write thjgt is the morning following a cave \
rescue in Northwest Arkansas in one of the region's toughest
caves. I'mery proud of the Ozark caving community, ranging
from the first responders, those who headed down rdigy
yesterday, those who changed their haidplans to help ,
someone in need only to be turned away with good news of s ¥
extraction after hours of driving, those who were making
arrangements and planning to be relief were it a mdbiy :
ordeal as originally thought and those who kept everyone not s D
site up to date as best as could be so we could plan ;
accodingly.Many tharksto all involved for the reminder of howg
blessed we are to be part of all of this togethétere's to
hoping for a speedy recovery.

2018 was a good year for Missouri ¢ayi Some say,
despite the WNS cave closures and despite dwindling
membership in groups like the NSS, that right now is a golde
era in Missouri caving, for those able bodied and willing to go i ™
you're wondering how to get more involved in 2019, dooitds | Chad McCain rigging a haul system fg
on what you may think is going wrong, but look to those going the cave rescue in Northwest
underground because for them, things are going just right. Arkansas.




Allie Spring Cave SurveyPlease join uat Big Caverns Ranch near !
Dixon, MO in Pulaski County, MO for the next installment of the Alli GONEQE\SIXNC‘Y“
Spring Cave Survey Project on the weekend of Januéin2P@9. The

caves of Big Caverns Ranch are managed by MCKC. Members an
constituents of KCAG havediesurveying the cave since 2015 and
K @3S 2@SNJ mo Znn nlfyorare attehdighé MSS aritl 1 CKTImiéedings,
please consider joining us on Saturday for caving after the meetings. There will be options for Sunday and
Monday trips as wellEasy to difficult trips are available with a possible Sundagaire camp trip to work on the

leads in the far reaches past the Salt Cellar. Vertical work is also an option at the lead near the top of the Texas
Dome. No wetsuit required, but this cavedasten quite breezy. Dress accordingf$roup feedSaturday night

at the cabin, plenty of camping space, weather permitting. Bunk space in the cabin is limited to firstSigme.

up byJan. 19, 2019by contacting Shawn Williams at 3%83-7039,sosifrk@yahoo.coror on the Allie Spring

Cave Work Group on Facebook. If you want to play it by ear regarding Saturday caving, please let either myself

or Ken Grush know at the meeting. Bring your ge&Hawn Williams
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Missouri Speleological Survey Files Report for January, 2GR@&member if you have new information on
any Missouri caves, my email addresslagrush@gmail.comWe need your help to improve the database
make it more complete] SN Qa 'y dzZLJRFiSs GKS StSOGNRYAO RIFGFEOI &
year, the Missouri Cave Database, MCD, has 3,066 monitoring forms, 5,631 map records, 18,111 reports and
33,791 faunal records. By compariseith same time last year, the database had 2,705 monitoring forms,
5,353 map records, 15,375 reports, 31,137 faunal records. Kudos to all of the cooperators working within the
state. CRFsent!l aodzyOK 2F RIF G ®¢ I 3 NRrdaeverkeEndmamd coldcteiDWeR Y S (
300 photos, 10 map/surveys, over 100 faunal records and over 20 use monitoring forms on 25 caves in Barry
County. Having problems going caving or finding caves to visit, then come out and participate in a CRF work
weekend. Contact Scott House to be put on the calendar of events or contact any of the MSS board members
for information. There have been several trips to Barry and is reflected in the 45 new cave maps that have come
in this year from the county. All this wowkll hopefully soon appear in new issues of Missouri Speleology.
Kirsten Alvey sent:55 faunal records for 2 caves in Miller County, 2 caves in Pulaski County, 2 caves in Ralls
County and 1 previously unlisted quarry in Marion Cou#y. additional 8Gaunal records for 5 caves in Miller
County, 3 caves in Camden County and one in Stone CodattyBeeson sent:A location for the new Double
Dome Pit in Barry County. Other leads are being chased down in the sameAdmation for the new
Armadillo/ @S o0{/ [ Tum0 Ay a2NBlY /[ 2dzyied LG RARYyQOG dF -
and the final drafted map! O2 @SNJ LIK2G2 F2NJ { LISFNER /I @S Ay az2NHIY
and 50 ft high-Two new cave locationsfdlorgan County: Clubhouse Cave and In and Out G4 Brooks
sent: -A trip report to Dorothy Taylor Cave as part of 2 teams that went in Dorothy Taylor Cave in hopes of
finding a connection to Berome Moore Cave. Right now they seem to cross ovetbachut not physically
connect (see Jeremy Weih as part of the other team). Later he sent scans of the sketch and boeKnimtes.
report on Berome Moore survey, including 5 faunal recodds. Cooley sentHis final map submission for
CanyonCaveflyy Fi4 /[ X Hy Fid @SNIAOFf NIy3IS:I w0 Ay hNB3
Fff KA&a RFGFE F2NJ SFOK FAYLE YI Lo {2 L 62yQi NBAGS!
with the archives on just one cave. Otf@t FSNBR R2 LINBGARS I RRAGAZ2Y I f &dzLILJ
example for a midength cave. By comparison for a long cave which does have a lot of data is Berome Moore
and the work that Chad McCain and almost every caver in the state (may be gesatamn!) worked on has
HyHn FAESa Ay AGO CAStR a{1SGtOKSaszx adz2NpSe -Afiga | | YR
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map of Witch Cave (141 CL; 31 VR) in Texas C@pikg Crews sentA location and photo of a great lead just

off the road, heck, you can see the cave on Google Earth, if you know where to look. Just need to verify that the
opening actually leads to enough cave to enter in the database. This lead along with several others is in Lincoln
County.Dillon Freiburger aent: -Survey notes on 5 caves that he did on the recent CRF trip to Barry County. The
caves included Sidearm, Blue Wall, Stickup, Pirate Caves and Big Brown Shelter. He then followed up with final
maps on all 5 caves. He had also submitted use monitdoirms and faunal records on the 5 caves. He then

updated the main table with directions and descriptions of these 5 new caves; part of the package of new caves
and leads that Van Dalsem submitted during the CRF trip to Barry County mentioned Réar¢auck sent:-A

final map of Ronald Hoff Cave (176 CL) in Perry County. The cave was first reported in 2008 by Phillip Moss, the
cave finally got a map. Along with the map, he sent a detailed description and 13 photos of the cave. All
documents will besent to the archivesScott House sentFinal maps of Cueva Delta (26 SCL) and Delta Shelter

(84 SCL), which are neighbor caves in Barry County, part of the recent CRF trip to the-Amedynd

collection of final maps from Barry County; these inctlitieree new caves: Morning Cave (124 SCL), Stepped
Ceiling Cave (58 SCL) and Uno Cave (2D8ft Holtman sent:Twenty photos from a recent trip to survey a

new cave in Carter County, Devils Run-Ritollection of 27 photos and a video of a loweye in Crawford

County. All are stored in the digital archives for future referelam Lamping sentA new pit cave location,

Devils Run Pit in Carter County, with directions and description of the pit, along with faunal records. This was a
follow-up to a lead found on Facebook. Cave was mapped on the trip, but not yet subretedw map of

Cherokee Cave, in preparation for publication in MoSpeleo. This map just keeps getting-Bdtiprreport

and 3 faunal records for a cave in Crawford Cguide Light sent:News clipping on the chemical infiltration at
Fantastic Caverns (GRN) and the steps to remove the chemical. Apparently same chemical that caused problems
at Meramec Caverns (FRA) back in 2016 and EIm Spring (FRA) i#A18088.plafrom 1883 St. Louis that

shows the property of two ice houses presumably where the Schnaider Cave (brewery cave) is located. The
location does fit with other supporting documentation, but provides a likely location for the cave. Which ice
house?Chad Mc@in sent: -Field survey notes on Berome Moore. These included the physical if not enterable
connection between Berome Moore and Tom Moore Caves. Survey now stands at 21.48Rafgess on

recent survey trip to Berome Moore, for FSB241, FSB242 amdiFBS 6 A y Of dzZRAy 3 { Y 2 Sy il
including update cave length of 21.54 mildsn Ruedinsent! NB L2 NI 2y Fy axD GNARL)
on one of the conservation areas down in Texas County. Regrettably the caves are still losrkiedt off

a2YS GSNNRG2NE ¢ KagdNFpkotKsSntFdal didpsion SdedBhgdiied Cave (25 SCL), Gravelly
Talus Cave (SCL25) and Gravelly Tunnel (26 SCL), all in BarrySTani8ides sentSome interesting history

onBall Park CaveinSNNE / 2dzy & 6KAOK Ay LI NI ¢l & GNBadzZNNBOGS
dzy Yy YSR OF @S NBLRNI GKIG 61 & LlzomtAaKSR Ay (KS aazx
A0Aff 0SS aKINBSaldSRe T NRtoRdffieult B NPwithod attgcBigndmeditaitieNR = ¢
cavesHl 02dzi mMc SYFAfa 6A0GK oH KAAG2NROIE LIK20G2a 2F aAh:
going to the archiveslyler Skaggs sertPhoto of Onyx Cave in Camden County amdhteresting GPS location

nearby Onyx which is believed to be Dry Cave, the description fits but there are other promising leads nearby

too. -GPS location and photos of a new cave in Texas County, Cathcami@&vButton sent-A new species

table forthe database. This is a listing of all the species of animal life found in caves, currently in MO the MSS
table reflects 1,265 species. Sutton also stays current on changes in content. For example, is everyone aware
GKIFIG GKSNB | NB y<fobGretto Salarfavidéin/MO, Eulydéeaspefea and Eurycea nerea? The
Grotto Salamander as known throughout MO has been split into 2 species. E. spelaea is found on the Springfield
Plateau while E. nerea is more widely ranging across the rest of the S8tunal records reflecting some of

the work done recently by Sutton in Barry County, but also includes some historical records including

salamander studies in M@randon Van Dalsem serd.ocations for 9 new caves in Barry County including
4



faunal reords and brief descriptions. Then he sent the survey notes for 4 of these small caves and one

tortuously small previously known cave, all in Barry County. The new caves that were not previously surveyed

by Van Dalsem, were later surveyed by Freiburgss (8s notes) and Van Dalsem. The caves that Van Dalsem
submitted the survey notes on are Delta, Stepped Ceiling, Uno Caves and Log Cabin Shelter. He also sent surve)
notes on 2 other caves that he had previous worked on. These caves are Roundahight &kglLittle Stream

I+ @Saod lff 2F GKSaS OF gSa sSNBE NBAIINNBEOGSR TNRY ac
into the databaseJeremy Weih sent:A trip report to Dorothy Taylor Cave as part of 2 teams that went in

Dorothy Taydr Cave in hopes of finding a connection to Berome Moore Cave. Right now they seem to cross

over each other but not physically conneCraig Williams sent:Trip reports and use monitoring forms for 2

caves in Texas CountyKen Grush

Kansas City Area Grotto (KCAG). Nd¥¢Nov. 5" - Jim Cooley led a CRF gating team that included Jimmy
Weese, Jay Brldgewater Joe Wllllams (MSM) Margot Willums, Aaron Thompson (SPG, BMG), Carlos Cunha
' 4 (Chouteau), Kirsten Alveyudd (Missouri Bat Census)

!{‘ and a host of U.S. Forest Service personnélit a rigid

8 fence gate around the sinkhole entrance of Butler Hollow
Cave (BRU77A). Despite cold weather, substantial and
occasional torrential rain, and numerous equipment
problems, the project came together very nicely, thanks
to a seasoned and motted team. It completed 1.5
days ahead of schedule. It was a real pleasure to meet
and welcome Carlos Cunha to his first cave gating
 project, who fit right in with our crevand who

1 workedhis butt off. Kirsten Alvejudd, as

always, was an excellentet) who took such pity

on the wet and bedraggled crew that she served
multi-course hot lunches every day, right at the job

| site. She was also, as usual, a stzetying
maniac, plus lent her substantial culinary skills to
mixing up many of the 30 bucket$ Eucorock

WITCH CAVE

Butler Hollow Fence Gate Crew

k& ( Il n
nldcll Hills Trail Rldﬂ‘ LLC

Surveyed length: 141 feet
Vertical extent: 31 feet

synthetic grout (cement) that were used to set the 11 risers on
which we hung the fence gatéu la lag they weremagnifique!
To top off the adventure, during the job site breakdown at the
close of the project, no less than five vehicleguieed jump , 3
starts, all of them in the rain. Then CRF trailer was robbed - j R | O Level Lo ____.
enroute back to the Winona gear depot. A generator and othe T
gating gear worth about $4,000 were stolen. Cooley and Geor
Bilbrey are working on replacing this equipment nohe

Golden HillsTrail Rides RancBurveys are continuingNov. 8" -
Cooley completedhe survey of Morgan Cave #1 (F&0), while

The Upper Room

EXTENDED PROFILE VIEW
B Photos by Jim Cooley




MORGAN CAVE #3 | KenGrush surveyed
o Bradford Cave

Hollow Cave (TEX
157, and yes, there
w | FNB ¢2h aOl @S
that cave name).
The next day, Cooley
& Grush located and
monitored Brayer
(TEXD55) and
Cathedral Caves
(TEXD56), checked
out some smaller
new caves, and then
continuedthe

e survey October 7%, 2018
‘ooley & Ken Grush of
1 FOUNDATION

Per !In‘ ('a'w Files l)flulmw of the S CITY AREA GROTTO
Missouri Speleological Survey, i

this cave has also been known e i
3 ave has also own as: 4 )y Kav G
Golden Hills Trail Rides, LLC BRAMBLE CAVE. Chuck & Kay Golden and

& Surveyed length: 156 feet Golden Hills Trail Rides, LLC

Vertical extent: 13 feet = A Surveyed length: 62 feet
0 10 25 501t - d:ﬁ) > Vertical extent: 10 feet

Photos:
Ken Grush

s cave has also
CRICKET CAVE
BLUFF CAVE

"
E"“a"cﬂ s

s senerrcave (CRFY | SUrvey of Potato Cave (TBE3). Dec. 29' - Bill Gee
and Pic Walenta conducted a survey training and
educational outreach at Stark Caverns (f{dd1), a
recently reopened show cave in Eldon, Missouri.
2 Participants also included Zach Lavicky, his waiifd

Ken Grush

two boys, Jack Peters, Kristen Godfrey, Seth and
Kristen Colston, Greg Heron and his son Christian (all
KCAG members), and Chaz Jesiolowski, who is a
member of Lake Ozarks Grotto and the operations
manager at Stark Caverns. Gee did a "Cave Survey
101" course for Walenta, Greg Heron, and
Jesiolowski. Jesiolowski had never surveyed
anything, so it was all new training to him. For
Walenta and Heron, it was a refresher course. In
about three hours, Gee, Walenta, the elder Heron,
and Jesiolowski suryed and sketched five stations
totaling 74 feet. This is now an official resurvey
project, with Gee leading the effort. Meanwhile, the
other participants visited offrail portions of the
cave. Lastly,Cooley completed and submitted a new
cave map forhe newto-the-MSS Witch Cave (TEX
206), a 14ioot-long bilevel cave on the Golden Hills
property; two of the three small Morgan Caves on
the Golden Hills property (TEX8 at 62 feet, & TEX

- ) 049 at 156 feet), and Rock Pool Cave (BHd), a
u,.m,,u PLATE 1 OF 3| 475foot-longMissouri Department of Conservation
owned low, wet spring cave, new to the MSS, that was known to somét&Breporting cavers in a former life
as Grin and Bear It Cavelim Cooley

EXTENDED PROFILE VIEW

Photos: ROCK POOL CAVE

Ken Grush : (SHN-678)




Middle Mississippi Grotto (MMV).Sept. 18' - While in Ireland, Lois Walsh stumbled on to Badger Cave, next
door to Blarney Castle in County Cork, Irelaftle cave was 50 ft. with bare light bulbs ending in breakdown.
Legend has it that there are three passages beyond the breakdownviratused by the Royalist followers to
escape, with their gold, from Cromwell's mef.sign outside the cave said "if you think you'll find the secret
passages and the gold, remember, you are at Blarney Castt®!. 10" - Rick and Michael Haley, Jdght and
members from CAIRN (Cave Archaeology Information & Research Network) visited Double Drop Cave in St.
Louis. The purpose was to inspect the cave for archaeology with CAtRMs a 15 ft. pit dropped via cable
ladder and was somewhat weAlso- Brian Biggs, Chad McCain, Mark and Cody Brooks, Alex Litsch, Sammy
Wents and Garyésch did survey trips in to ToBérome Moore.The trips surveyed a "handshake" connection
between the two cavesThis puts the cave at 21.48 miladov. 11" - Jim Shell, Brett Misel and Lisa Moon
visited Chantilly Cave in Monroe County, They only noted that it "goes'They also visited Ebeer Cave at a
golf course.There are three entrances. Found were Horn Coral Fossils and Isdpmalsig and wet and is
"going". It is 14,000 feet from resurgenceblov. 13", 14" & ?- Dane Driskill visited several cave&dome tourist,
some not. Tourist caves are Fantastic Caverns and Smallin Cave in Mid3eesiare $18 and $24
respectively.He reports that Smalli€ave is very good and you should go se&dvin, the guide, is the
best! Another tourist cave is Kartchner Cave in Benson Arizdha.price was not reported, but Dane says it is
worth it. The wild cave is in Perry County, Missouri near PCRI#&0a new unnamed cave and is reported to
be a crawling cave onlyit contained 3 inch stalactites, water, mud, spiders and cricksts.. 17" - Brian Biggs,
Chad McCain, Alex Litsch, Rob Karvaliauskas, Joser Cooper and other guests (17 total)reisicell Bare
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